Cadmon’s Rymn

Stef Conner, 2019
For two voices and 6-string medieval lyre
Duration: c. 3’

Lyre tuning:
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Improvised strummed lyre accompaniment mainly comprises alternating open Sths on the modal
finalis (D) and tone below (C).

Text and Translation
The text is from collated from various documents of Bede's Ecclesiastical History of the
English People.
0ld English text edited by Stef Conner.

Translation reproduced from: Craig Williamson (2017), The Complete Old English Poems,
reprinted by kind permission of the University of Pennsylvania Press.

Cadmon’s Hymn

Ni scylun hergan heofonrices Weard, Now let us praise the Creator and Guardian
meotodes meahte ond his modgepanc, Of the heavenly kingdom, his power and purpose,
weorc Wuldorfaedur, swa hé wundra gehwaes, His mind and might, his wondrous works.

éce Drihten, or onstealde. He shaped each miraculous beginning,

He &rest scop eordan bearnum Each living creature, each earthly kind.

heofon to hrofe, haleg Scyppend. He first made for the children of men

ba middangeard monncynnes Weard, Heaven as a roof. Then our holy Shaper

ece Drihten, aefter téode Crafted middle-earth, a home for mankind:
firum foldan. Fréa elmehtig. Our God and Guardian watching over us—

Eternal, almighty—our Lord and King.



Caedmon’s Bymn

Version 3 (for 2 voices) July 2019

Sing twice: STEF CONNER
1st time: 1 voice
2nd time: 2 voices
2nd voice echoes each half-line
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1st voice: normal note heads
2nd voice: small note heads
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